
 

For many of us, I believe it would be helpful to learn, or for some, to remember, why 
we pray “In Jesus’ name" and conclude prayers with that language.  

My hope, is that when you pray, you say more sweetly, with a large smile upon your face, with 
steadfast peace in your heart, with hope-filled vision and a soul anchored in the glory of 
contentment, “In Jesus’ name!” 

Today I will talk about “What’s in a Name?” 

Mary “will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, his kingdom will never end. In his name the nations will put their hope. For where two or three 

gather in my name, there am I with them. To those who believe in His name he gave the right to become children 
of God. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  You may 

ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. The Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. I tell 

you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for 

anything in my name.  Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” [1] 

Matthew 1:21, Luke 2:32,33, Matthew 12:21, Matthew 18:20, John 1:12, John 14:12-13, John 15:16, John 

16:23-24 

Jesus is the Greek Transliteration of the Hebrew Yeshua, “He Shall Save.” which is the shorter 
form of Yehoshua (Joshua), “Yahweh is Salvation.”  It was a common Jewish name. [3] 

The name of Jesus is extraordinary because it's more than a name. It's the unconditional 
expression of the Father's heart & purpose as revealed in the incarnation of God. When 
examining the life of Jesus through A brief survey of the Bible, this heart and purpose is seen in 
4 expressions.  

Expression #1: New Creation Family 
Genesis: an origin, a beginning 

- In Genesis 1-2 we observe God creating the world, what some scholars describe as the original 
temple.   



- Temples, like tabernacles, were the meeting place between heaven and earth. 
- In temple construction, the last thing you do is insert an image, that reflects and/or reveals 

the Divine.  So on the last day of creation, the Father creates mankind, the Imago Dei, the 
image bearer of God. 

- The Father finished creating the world & mankind (Adam and Eve), the place where and 
heaven and earth meet, and he assigned stewardship and governance to Adam and Eve. 
(Genesis 1:28) 

- We have a tendency to keep putting other “images” in the temple and creating idolatry, ways 
and means by which we find our value, our identity, etc.  

- The “Imago Dei” was a foreshadowing of John 2:18-22, John 19:5, Luke 24:36, 1 Corinthians 15:4 
- John 2:18-22, “The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all 

this?”  Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” They replied, “It 
has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” But the temple he 
had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then 
they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.” [1] 

- John 19:5, “Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, 
“Behold the Man!” [2] 

- Luke 24:36, “While they were still talking about this Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace 
be with you.” [1] 

- 1 Corinthians 15:4, “…he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and 
that he appears to peters, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than 500 of the brothers at 
the same time….” [1]  

- 2 Corinthians 5:17, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” [1] 
- Romans 6:11, “Count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” [1] 
- I love what NT Wright said in a recent article, “God gave humans a vocation: to reflect his 

image, to be … a kingdom of priests, summing up the praises of creation and reflecting the 
creator’s wise rule into the world.” That, as the Adam and Eve stories of Genesis make clear, 
was our job. The problem isn’t that our rejection of our true vocation made God mad; the 
problem is that “God’s larger purposes for creation are not going ahead as intended.”[7] 

- Jesus is the embodiment and the inauguration of a “New Creation Family.” 

Expression #2: New Exodus People 
- Exodus 7:16, “Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the wilderness.” [1] 
- Exodus 40:34-35, “Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the 

tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the 
glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” [2] 

- Ezekiel 43 describes the glory returning to the temple and Ezekiel 47 describes the river life that 
flows the temple bringing life everywhere it goes, and getting deeper the further from the 
temple it becomes. 

- John 1:14, “And the Word became flesh, and did tabernacle among us, and we beheld his glory, glory as of an 
only begotten of a father, full of grace and truth.” [5] 

- John 7:38-39 says, “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living 
water.” But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive….” [2] 

- Romans 8:19, “The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.” [1] 
- 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in 

you? God’s temple is sacred and you are that temple.” [1] 
- Jesus is the embodiment and the inauguration of a “New Exodus Family.” 
- We are a liberated people, as image bearers of God and the temple where heaven meets earth. 
- This is what’s behind the name, “Jesus.”  As John 19:5, “Behold the man!!” 



- Christ is in you, the hope of glory, and you are the sacred dwelling place of God’s Spirit, the 
Resurrection Spirit, that raised Jesus from the dead. 

The Genesis language of creation is the language John captures in his gospel letter, “In the 
beginning was the word…” 

John is trying to introduce to his audience to the incarnation of God, who was coming to 
inaugurate a new Kingdom, a new way of living and being, because God loved the world.  He 
did not hate the world.  He loved the world, and in His love for the world, he launches a “New 
Creation and New Exodus Family.” 

In Luke’s gospel, the 2nd chapter, he time stamps the birth of Jesus using Roman governmental 
language. Luke 2:1,3 “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world.  And everyone went to his own town to register.” [1] 

This illustrates that the “New Creation and New Exodus Family” was being launched in the 
face of Caesar, who demands allegiance.  

It’s the “Royal House of David vs. Muscle of Romans Empire.”  That has to be considered when 
you look at the incarnation of Christ. 

So Luke, in his recounting of the gospel of Jesus is writing an account of his investigative 
findings to Theophilus.  Where does Luke take his writings?  How far does he go with his 
finding?  It’s not to the end of Luke, it’s to the end of Acts 28:31, “Boldly and without hindrance he 
preached the Kingdom of God (New Creation, New Exodus Family) and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.” [1] 

The foundation of this message of this, is wrapped up in the Name of Jesus.  

Expression #3: The Sweetness of Jesus’ Name 
Ephesians 3:14, “For this reason I kneel before the Fahter, from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth 
derives its name.” [1] 

Philippians 2:5-11, “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his 
own advantage;  rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death — even death 
on a cross!  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” [1] 

Acts 4:12, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we 
must be saved.” [1] 
 - “Other” in Acts 4:12 means “different, of another kind, not of the same nature.”  What  
 the Luke, the author is saying, “Jesus, You are the One.  You are the ONLY one. There is  
 no other.” [4] 

Expression #4: The Glorious Union 
- We are one with Jesus - living with the supreme value for His presence upon our lives and 

within our hearts. 
- The Father has established in Jesus, therefore, when we pray, we pray in His name. 
- “To invoke a person’s name was to make that person effectively present.” [6] 



- Re-read the text now with the understanding of Christ launching a “New Creation, New 
Exodus Family” of which, you are not only a part, but you are in eternal, glorious union with 
Christ. 

- When we pray in Jesus’ name, it is to stand upon the collective truth of Christ’s life and 
authority, as a human expression of the tabernacle of God for the purpose of the intersection 
of heaven and earth.  

- We abide with the power of the name of Jesus! 
- We are ambassadors of the Kingdom of God, with power in the name of Jesus. 

Danger: 
Acts 19:14 - Seven Sons of Sceva 
Matthew 7:22 - Even though you do ministry stuff in His name, he may not know you. 
Matthew 13:55-58 - Only see a carpenter named Jesus, but don’t see the Son of God inaugurating a 
Kingdom. 

We end prayers with “In Jesus’ Name” because we are temples of God, where the Spirit 
tabernacles (dwells) and we are commissioned as New Creation / New Exodus people to 
meeting the place between heaven and earth.  Prayer in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit is one way we execute our responsibility as co-laborers with God. 

What can we do? 
1. In your bible reading, highlight and make notes about what’s happening in the story when 

Jesus name is mentioned. 
2. Study the different names of Jesus and what they might mean for your life and walk with 

God. 
3. Think about Jesus when you are done praying and listen. 
4. Tell a friend why you love the name of Jesus and how He’s changing your life for the better. 
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